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The Kensington Estates Subdivision was previously surveyed in al998 by P.A.C. Spero & Company on behalf of the State 
Highway Administration for the Short-Term Congestion Relief Study. 

Description 

Kensington Estates is a suburban neighborhood of some 350 individual houses that was originally characterized by post World 
War II one story brick bungalows and two story restrained brick colonial revival houses, but within the past fifteen years 
approximately one-third of these houses have been radically altered or rebuilt in a manner not consistent with its original 
character. Located just west of the Kensington Historic District (MIHP No. M: 31-6), Kensington Estates is roughly bounded by 
Colchester Drive, Summit Avenue, Parkwood Drive and Ambler Drive. Entirely residential in character, the houses are set back 
from the street on small 6,000 to 10,000 square foot lots. The original one story houses are three bays wide with a central entrance 
and a side-gable roof. The original two story houses have central entrances flanked by windows on the first floor, two windows on 
the second floor and a side gable roof. These larger houses are generally located in the southern section of the community on 
Ambler Street and Puller Drive. Many of the one story houses have been altered with second floor additions in a variety of forms 
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^ ^ o f t e n including a full front porch. Some of these houses now feature mansard roofs or major side additions. Alterations to the two 
^ ^ story houses have not increased heights but added porches or side additions. Some of the mid-Twentieth Century houses have 

been apparently demolished and replaced with new large frame houses, often with attached garages. One new house on Mathews 
Street is reminiscent of the International Style. The once homogenous character of a mid-Twentieth Century suburban community, 
has been completely altered with relatively recent tear downs and "McMansion" conversions. 

History 

On October 3, 1946, Samuel and Sheldon Magazine purchased a 77 acre tract of land from Frances J. Tarrant known as Joseph's 
Park (Liber CKW 1046 Folio 32 Montgomery County Land Records). The Magazine Brothers filed subdivision plats for 
Kensington Estates and began building two story brick houses in the southern portion of the development. According to the 
Washington Post of September 9, 1947 (Page 11) a contract for water main and sewer extensions in Kensington Estates was 
awarded to provide for fifty new veterans' homes. An advertisement in the Washington Post of June 6, 1948 (page R5) indicates 
that the first section of fifty houses were completed and sold and that a new section of 56 houses were available. The ad includes a 
picture of one of the houses showing restrained Colonial details at the entrance and shutters on the windows. The houses were 
advertised for $13,500, $250 extra for a corner lot and were marketed specifically to World War II Veterans. The houses featured 
three bedrooms, tile bath and shower, oak floors, and gas heat. A covenant recorded in Montgomery County Land Records (Liber 
CKW 1083 Folio 201) restricted occupancy in the subdivision to the white or Caucasian race. 

An obituary of Samuel Magazine in the Washington Post of February 10, 1989, states that he had been in a family construction 
business since the late 1920s, first in Baltimore and since the early 1930s in Washington. His company was responsible for 
building Twin Towers in Silver Spring, the Old Georgetown Inn and the Foxhall and Foxhall Square Apartments in Northwest 
Washington. He was also a general contractor for the Watergate Apartments. He and his brother were also involved with many 
Jewish communal groups. 

According to the Washington Post of October 18, 1948 (page 12), the residents of Kensington Estates and other neighboring 

•
subdivisions were organizing a civic association to work for needed improvements in the area ~ an indication that developed had 
reached a point in the subdivision to warrant such an organization. In 1949, the County Council held a public hearing to build 
sidewalks on Puller Drive, Ambler Drive, Ewell Avenue, Hebard Street, Mathews Lane and Summit Avenue. According to a 
petitioner 90% of 108 property owners favored the construction of sidewalks. 

A second developer, Kensington Estates, Incorporated, continued the subdivision in 1949. Kensington Estates, Inc. was a 
partnership of Anthony Campitelli, Nathan Brisker, and George Korth. This firm built the one story houses in Kensington Estates. 
An August 21, 1949 article in the Washington Post shows a drawing and floor plan of these "luxury economy" houses designed by 
Fred Taylor, architect. The houses featured two bedrooms, a kitchen, dining room, living room and bath with no basement and 
sold for less than $10,000 dollars. Some of the one story houses built by Kensington Estates featured three bedrooms and can be 
distinguished by a more steeply gabled roof. By the early 1950s, the development was largely complete. 

Information on the builders of Kensington Estates, Inc. can be found in a 1962 Washington Post article and obituaries of all three 
builders: George Korth (1966), Nathan Brisker (2001) and Anthony Campitelli (2004). In 1941, Campitelli, an architect who was 
born in Italy, teamed up with Brisker, an electrical contractor, born in Russia. George Korth was Brisker's father-in-law. The 
firms they established were responsible for thousands of houses primarily in Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties. Brisker 
became the president of the Suburban Maryland Home Builders Association. Campitelli brought in Italian artisans to help craft the 
finer details in the firms developments. In addition to residences, the group also built shopping centers, apartment buildings and 
office buildings. 
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By 2005, a Washington Post article stated that half the houses in the neighborhood have been expanded, with seemingly one on 
every block in mid-renovation most of the time. With relatively small houses in a desired neighborhood, these houses were prime 
for being torn down and replaced with larger houses or altered with major additions. The newer McMansions stand in stark 
contrast to the more modest mid-Twentieth Century suburban tract homes. Approximately 100 or nearly 30% of the houses in 
Kensington Estates have been significantly altered within the past 15 years. 

Geographic Data 

While the 1988 survey from on the Kensington Estates Subdivision 1998 by P.A.C. Spero & Company included Warner Street and 
Knowles Avenue, these streets were not part of the original plats that made up the Kensington Estates subdivision. 

Original plats of the Kensington Estates subdivision provide a more accurate map of the subdivision. The original Kensington 
Estates include plat numbers: 1938, 2016, 2360, 2391 and 2431 (attached). Warner Street and Knowles Avenue were not part of 
the Kensington Estates subdivision, but were included in Kensington Terrace and Warner's Addition to Kensington. 

The following addresses are included in Kensington Estates: 

Ambler Drive 4202-4426; 4203-4417 
Anthony Street 4202-4218; 4201 -4219 
Brookfield Drive 4202-4422; 4201-4423 
Colchester Drive 4200-4414; 4201-4415 
Colfax Street 4402-4418; 4403-4415 
Ewell Avenue 10400-10418; 10403-10421 
Greenfield Street 10304-10310; 10305-10307 
Hebard Street 10404-10422; 10405-10425 
Matthews Street 4206-4313; 4203-4301 
Parkwood Drive 10304-10514; 10305-10507 
Puller Drive 4310-4516; 4311-4515 
Summit Avenue 10208-10404 
Vogel Place 10402-10410; 10403-10409 

Evaluation 

To be considered eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, planned suburban developments such as Kensington Estates 
should possess character defining elements as defined in the Maryland Suburbanization Historic Context developed by the State 
Highway Administration. Planned suburban developments should possess excellent integrity of the building stock, design and 
plan, and present a significant innovation or contribution to the suburban landscape. 

Kensington Estates is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Originally constructed from 1946 to 1950, the 
community is identical to hundreds of other developments constructed on the periphery of Maryland cities and towns during the 
mid-Twentieth Century. The construction of this specific development does not represent a historic trend that made a significant 
contribution to the development of the nation, state, or community. The development does not possess distinctive design features 
or innovative concepts that would distinguish this development from others, and therefore is not eligible under Criterion A. 
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JHistoric research indicates that the community is not associated with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and 
therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. It is not eligible under Criterion C, as the community does not include significant elements 
or architecture, landscape architecture, engineering or artwork. It was a simple community of modest structures with minimal use 
of architectural detail, therefore integrity of individual resources is critical. Approximately 30% of the houses in the community 
have been significantly altered or rebuilt in the mode of "McMansions." The community lacks comprehensive design features such 
as public space, ceremonial entrances, pathways, or original street furniture. Finally, investigations have not been conducted to 
determine whether the property has the potential to yield important information in history or prehistory, therefore, National 
Register Criterion D will not be assessed as this time. 
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Obituary - Washington Post 

June 18, 2001; Page B06 

Nathan Brisker, 90, a Washington area real estate developer who with his business partner built thousands of 
single-family houses, apartments and town houses, died of pneumonia June 12 at a Miami Beach hospital. He 
had homes in Chevy Chase and Miami Beach. 

Mr. Brisker ran an electrical contracting business when he teamed with architect Anthony Campitelli in 1941 to 
form Housing Development Corp., a parent company that over the years created dozens of residential 
subdivisions, primarily in Montgomery and Prince George's counties. 

They used Italian artisans to build houses in the communities of Kensington Estates, Hampshire Forest, 
Connecticut Gardens, Burning Tree Valley and Adelphi Mill Park. 

Their company also developed shopping centers and office buildings. Some of the landmark properties include 
the 540-unit apartment complex at University Towers in Wheaton; the Silver Spring Plaza, which consists of a 
Holiday Inn and a 250,000-square-foot office building; the Fenwick House, a 200-unit apartment building in 
Silver Spring; and the Long Meadow Shopping Center in Hagerstown. 

Mr. Brisker, who continued to work up until about five years ago, was a founder and past president of the 
Suburban Maryland Home Builders Association. He was an influential figure when Montgomery County created 
the Housing Opportunities Commission to develop moderate-priced housing. 

He was born in Russia. In 1927, he came to the United States with his family, settling in Washington. As a 
young man, he worked as a truck driver and an apprentice electrician. 

Survivors include his wife, Mary Brisker of Chevy Chase and Miami Beach; five children, Joan Evans of 
Phoenix, Linda Ayers Frederick of San Francisco and Arthur Brisker, Barbara Gershberg and Debby Burk, all of 
Potomac; two sisters, Edith Vilastrigo of Silver Spring and Lena Brisker of Moscow; 12 grandchildren; and 
seven great- grandchildren. 



|^ensitac,tarr\ E-sfct^s M: 31-25 

Obituary - Washington Post 

Sunday, September 26, 2004; Page C08 

Anthony Campitelli Architect 

Anthony Campitelli, 92, an architect who designed a number of churches, shopping centers and office buildings 
in the Washington area and who was a partner in a real estate development company, died Sept. 18 at 
Suburban Hospital of complications of a fall. He lived in Bethesda. 

Mr. Campitelli, a native of Italy, came to the United States in 1928. He lived in Philadelphia before settling in the 
Washington area in 1940. In 1941, he teamed with another immigrant, Nathan Brisker, to form Housing 
Development Corp., a company that built thousands of houses, apartment buildings, shopping centers and 
office buildings over the next 50 years. 

Among the projects Mr. Campitelli designed were Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church and its school in 
Bethesda, Holy Cross Catholic Church and its school in Garrett Park, Silver Spring Plaza and the 540-unit 
University Towers apartment complex in Wheaton, where the company had its office. He also designed and 
developed several housing subdivisions in Montgomery and Prince George's counties, using Italian artisans for 
the finer details of the buildings. Mr. Campitelli's favorite project was his 1981 Renaissance-style renovation of 
Casa Italiana, an Italian social center next to the Holy Rosary Church in downtown Washington. 

Mr. Campitelli maintained a strong interest in Italian culture and received the Star of Solidarity from the Italian 
government. 

He was an accomplished painter, sculptor and musician who enjoyed playing traditional Italian music on the 
guitar and mandolin. He was a member of the American Institute of Architects and Congressional Country 
Club. 

He had lived for the past 17 years in the second of two houses he designed for himself in Bethesda. He 
continued to work as an architect and designer until 1997. 

His marriage to Vivian Campitelli was annulled. 

Survivors include his wife of 32 years, Juanita Cellini Campitelli of Bethesda. 



I n Kensington, It 's a Return To the Roost; [FINAL Edition] 
Andrea J. Rouda. The Washington Post. Washington, D C : May 14, 2005. pg. G.01 

In Kensington Estates, what's going on next door provides the ultimate test laboratory when you're thinking of 
updating your home. 

At least half the houses in the Montgomery County neighborhood have been expanded, with seemingly one on 
every block in mid- renovation most of the time. "An open house in our neighborhood is a big social event," said 
Nancy Holmes, an executive in business development who grew up in the house she now shares with partner 
Lynne Hallard, marketing director for a health-care company. "Besides being a fun way to catch up with people, 
you can get lots of ideas about what to do with your house, and how to do it. A good contractor gets a lot of 
work around here." 

Holmes bought her house from her parents, who paid $21,000 for it in 1961. When she was a teenager, her 
family moved away and rented out the house; five years ago, she moved back to give the place some TLC. 

Among the updates: all new pipes and wiring, new windows, and a built-in brick patio grill. She and Hallard call 
the three-bedroom house the "party palace" because of all the entertaining they do. 

As president of the Kensington Estates Civic Association, Hallard is an enthusiastic leader of the neighborhood. 
She was recently elected on what she calls her "brownie campaign" -- everyone who voted for her would get 
homemade brownies. (She delivered on that campaign promise at her first meeting of the civic association.) 

"This area is ripe for commercial development, with only three restaurants - Chinese food, a small cafe, and a 
sports bar - serving the neighborhood. As popular as those venues are, our residents want more choices; we'd 
like to be able to spend our dollars right here in Kensington," Hallard said. For their annual $8 dues, association 
members stay connected via the community newsletter and a street-by-street resident directory; the 
neighborhood Web site will be completed by next fall. 

Until World War II, the land under Kensington Estates was a farm owned by the Peters family. After the war, 
builders created the new development but left the original farmhouse intact. The large frame house surrounded 
by a picket fence lends a sense of history to the neighborhood's 425 homes on 15 streets. The post-War 
houses -- brick Colonials, one-story Cape Cods and ramblers -- were quite small, but many residents choose to 
stay rather than move, leading to the rash of renovation. 

The Montgomery County neighborhood is also seeing its share of teardowns, said Patty Rhyne-Kirsch, a real 
estate agent who has lived there since 1993. "A lot of developers are now trying to buy the original houses 
without additions, paying $450,000 to $500,000 for the lot alone, and then build on it. Many of them realize a 
sizable profit, selling for close to a million," she said. 

Several Kensington Estates residents have returned as adults to the friendly place they lived as children. 

Bob Geier, an accountant, and his wife, Louise, a retired nurse, may have started that trend; they bought their 
house from her parents 34 years ago. They raised three children there, and prize the neighborhood's safety. 
"There's no crime here, unless you count the lighted moose which was stolen from my lawn one Christmas 
many years ago," Bob Geier said. 

The location is a particular draw for the Geiers, who do quite a bit of traveling - access to all three of the 
region's airports is easy. "We are equal distance from all of them - about 35 minutes by car -- so we can book 
flights out of anywhere and get the best deals. For us, that's a major advantage," Louise Geier said. 

Kensington Estates, just outside the Capital Beltway, is also near the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda 
Naval Medical Command and the new Music Center at Strathmore. A county Ride On bus goes the mile to the 
Grosvenor Metro stop and the MARC train stops at the nearby Kensington station. 
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John Knapp is a health-care lobbyist by day and girls' soccer team coach on weekends. "We have tons of 
friends looking for houses here," Knapp said. "The place is crawling with kids. Sometimes it seems like they're 
out on their trampolines 19 hours a day, seven days a week." 

He and his family moved from the District to Kensington Estates two years ago so the children could attend 
Montgomery County schools. 

In the mid-to-late 1970s, some neighborhood schools closed because there weren't enough students to support 
them, but these days it's a different story. Kensington Parkwood Elementary School (kindergarten through 
grade 5) is one of three in the county that have received an arts dissemination grant from the Education 
Department, integrating the arts into the regular curriculum. 

Principal John Ceschini cites the three-year grant as a factor in the recent increase of standardized test scores 
at his school. "When learning is connected with a hands-on activity, it sticks," he said. 

Kensington Parkwood's building is undergoing reconstruction; during this time, buses are ferrying students to 
classes at a temporary "holding school" nearby. The new building, scheduled to open in January 2006, will 
have a state-of-the art stage and sound system to further support the arts program. 

It's no secret that children rule in Kensington Estates. At least half the neighborhood turns out each June for a 
welcome-summer party, complete with the usual block party fare, and at Christmas, Santa rides through the 
neighborhood atop a fire truck, tossing holiday candy to the waiting children. The annual Halloween parade has 
children and their parents dressing up. "Trick-or-treating is a mob scene around here," said Rhyne-Kirsch, "and 
everyone knows the ice-cream man." 

Outdoor activities abound, with neighbors congregating at several small community parks or at Cedarbrook 
pool, the site of summer crab feasts. 

"We all know each other's faces, even if sometimes we don't know names," Rhyne-Kirsch said. 

Plenty of people come out to cheer for the swim team, which occupies many of the younger children, while 
teenagers can earn spending money working as lifeguards. 

One special perk for newcomers is that if they buy property that backs up to Cedarbrook, their name is 
immediately put atop the two- year waiting list for membership. 
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Photo Log Kensington Estates Subdivision M: 31-25 

1/20 4200 Block Anthony Street (north side) 
View of one story houses without major additions 

2/20 4400 Block Brookfield Drive (north side) 
View of one story houses in fairly original condition (right), obvious second floor additio 
(middle) and major second floor alteration (left) 

3/20 4400 Block Brookfield Drive (south side) 
View of original cottage nest to major alteration 

4/20 4500 Block Puller Drive (south side) 
View of "McMansion" between one story houses 

5/20 4200 Block Colchester Street (south side) 
View of original house next to altered houses 

6/20 10400 Block of Hebard Street (west side) 
View of original house next to altered house 

7/20 4400 Block Colfax Street (south side) 
View of major alteration of one story house 

8/20 4200 Block Anthony Street (south side) 
View of new construction and major alterations 

9/20 4200 Block Colchester Drive (north side) 
View of new construction and major alterations 

10/20 4200 Block Matthews Lane (north side) 
View showing new construction reminiscent of International Style 

11/20 4216 Anthony Street 
Example of mansard roof addition to former one story house 

12/20 4307 Colchester Drive 
Example of frame addition with porch and attached garage to former one story house 

13/20 10410 Ewell Street 
Example of major addition reminiscent of Colonial Revival Style 

14/20 4211 Matthews Lane 
Example of large second floor dormer alteration to one story house 



15/20 4210 Anthony Street 
Example of large side addition to one story house 

16/20 4200 Block Abler Drive (north side) 
View of two story houses including one with a new wraparound porch 

17/20 4300 Block Ambler Drive (south side) 
View of two story houses including one with added front porch and side addition 

18/20 4300 Ambler Drive 
Example of a major side addition featuring a gambrel roof to a two story house 

19/20 4204 Ambler Drive 
Example of a major alteration to a two story house 

20/20 4407 Puller Drive 
Example of Solar Panel Installation on two story house with large rear addition 

Photographs printed on Epson Premium Luster Photo Paper with Epson K3 ink. 



















































































Memo to file 

December 30, 2003 

From: Peter E. Kurtze 
Administrator, Evaluation and Registration 

Re: M: 31-25 
Kensington Estates 

The property documented in the following MIHP form has not been formally evaluated 
for eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The comments in the 
text are those of the preparer of the documentation. The State Historic Preservation 
Officer has neither concurred nor disagreed with those comments. 



CAPSULE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey No. : M:31 -25 (PACS 6.23) Construction Date: 1946-1949 

Name: Kensington Estates 

Location: Southwest of Summit and Knowles Avenues. Kensington V i c i n i t y , Montgomery 
County 

P r i v a t e / P r i v a t e Residences/Occupied/Good/Unrestr ic ted 

Descr ip t ion: 

Kensington Estates, developed between 1946 and 1949, i s a subdiv is ion character ized 

by 1- and 2-s tory , 3-bay cottages. The subdiv is ion i s bounded by Knowles Avenue on 

the nor th , Summit Avenue on the east, Pul ler and Ambler Drives on the south and 

Parkwood Drive on the west. I t i s located in the Kensington v i c i n i t y of Montgomery 

County 

Significance: 

Kensington Estates is located on land acquired by Samuel and Sheldon Magazine from 

Frances J. Tarrant in 1946. The Magazines began filing subdivisions plats in the 

same year. James M. Seybolt was the engineer. The subdivision developed beginning 

in the south around Ambler and Puller Drives. The area around Summit Avenue was the 

last to develop. In 1949, the subdivision was named Kensington Estates. 

Preparer 
P.A.C. Spero & Company 
Hay 1998 



Survey No. M:31-25 (PACS 6.23) 

DOE 

« 

Maryland Histor ica l Trust 
Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form 
"ontgomery-Prince George's Short-term Congestion Relief 

yes no 

Name: (indicate preferred name) 

historic (preferred) Kensington Estates 

and/or common same 

Z! Locat ion: 
street & number Ambler Dr., Anthony St., Brookfield Dr., Colchester Dr., Colfax St., Eiwell Ave., 
Hebard St., Knowles Ave., Matthews Ln., Parkwood Dr., Puller Dr., Summit Ave., Vogel PI., 
Warner St. . not for publication 

city, town Kensington X vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland county Montgomery 

3~] C l a s s i f i c a t i o n : 
Category 
X district 
_building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

| 

r 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

X not applicable 

Status 
X occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 

X ves: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
commercial 
education 
entertainment 

_government 
industrial 
military 

transportation 

museum 
park 

X private 
residence 

_religious 
scientific 
other: 

W. Owner of Property: ( g i ve names and ma i l i ng addresses o f a l l owners) 

name M u l t i p l e 

street & number telephone no, 

city,town 

5~! Location of Legal Descr ip t ion 
state and zip code 

Land Records Office of Montgomery County liber 

street & number 50 Maryland Avenue folio 

city,town Rockville state MD 

W. Representation i n bx i s t i ng H i s t o r i c a l Surveys 
title 

date federal state county local 

jpository for survey records 

city,town state 



7. DGSCriptlOn Survey No. M:31-25 (PACS 6.23) 

^^indition Check one Check one 
^ ^ excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

X good ruins X altered moved date of move 
fair unexposed 

Resource Count: Approximately 450 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various 
elements as it exists today. 

Kensington Estates, developed between 1946 and 1949, is a subdivision characterized by 1- and 
2-story, 3-bay cottages. The subdivision is bounded by Knowles Avenue on the north, Summit 
Avenue on the east, Puller and Ambler Drives on the south and Parkwood Drive on the west. It 
is located in the Kensington vicinity of Montgomery County 

Most of the cottages in Kensington Estates are constructed of brick. There are a few wood-
frame examples, usually with asbestos shingles or vinyl siding. Most of the cottages have 
concrete foundations and asphalt-shingle, side-gable roofs. Colonial Revival details appear on 
many cottages, as do rear and side additions. Most of the cottages have double-hung windows with 
shutters. 

There are two basic types of cottages in Kensington Estates. The first type, clustered north 
of Brookfield Drive, is a 1-story, 3-bay cottage with a center entry and a side-gable roof. The 
pitch of the roof, the ornamentation around the entry, and the width of the windows vary on this 

Jtope. These cottages are constructed of brick and wood-frame. The second type, clustered south 
^ ^ : Brookfield Drive, is a 2-story, 3-bay cottage with a center entry and a side-gable roof. All 
of these cottages are constructed of brick. 

Kensington Estates is located southwest of the intersection of Knowles Avenue and Summit Avenue. 
The subdivision has a curvilinear design, and the streets are lined with deciduous trees. The 
neighborhood is surrounded by other suburban residential areas. 



8. Significance Survey No. M:31-25 (PACS 6.23) 

• 

Period 
reh is tor ic 

_1400-1499 
__1500 
1600 

_1700 
1800 

X 1900 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
_archaeology-prehistoric Community p lann ing landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e 

1599 
1699 
1799 
1899 

archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communication 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

law 
l i t e r a t u r e 
m i l i t a r y 
music 

exploration/sett lement p h i l o s o p h y 
industry politics/government 
invention other (specify) 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

t ranspor ta t ion 

Specif ic dates 1946-1949 Bui lder /Archi tect 

check: Applicable C r i t e r i a : A B C D 
and/or 

Appl icable Exceptions: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support. 

Kensington Estates is located on land acquired by Samuel and Sheldon Magazine from Frances J. 
Tarrant in 1946. The Magazines began filing subdivisions plats in the same year. James M. 
Seybolt was the engineer. The subdivision developed beginning in the south around Ambler and 
Puller Drives. The area around Summit Avenue was the last to develop. In 1949, the subdivision 
is named Kensington Estates. 

Kensington Estates is located immediately west of the City of Kensington. The town of Kensington 
had its beginnings in a plantation established by George Knowles in 1839. When the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad was planning its Metropolitan Branch line, Knowles provided the right of way. 
The stop was named "Knowles Station" in 1873 when the Metropolitan line began operation. During 
this period of rail suburbanization, Brainard H. Warner, president of Columbia National Bank in 
Washington D.C., built a summer home and planned a commuter development on 50.59 hectares (125 
acres) near Knowles Station. Warner named the development Kensington in admiration for the 
London suburb and his influence with the railroad led to the decision to change the station's 
name to Kensington as well. Prior to the name change in the early 1890s, the settlement already 
boasted two general stores. The first store was built by Harry K. Manakee around 1880. The 
building served as a general store until W. J. Umstead converted it into a hardware store in 
1923. In the 1880s Francis Fawcett opened a store which also included a post office. Before 
the train station was built in 1891, Fawcett's store sold train tickets. The Fawcett's ran the 
store until 1923 when it was sold to Harry Wormer and then to Samuel Victor in 1928. In 1898 
the "Town of Kensington" was incorporated (Beck 1994; Hiebert and MacMaster 1976, 216-219; 
Montgomery County Historical Society; Soderberg 1996). 

Kensington Estates is typical of neighborhoods constructed in Montgomery County after World War 
II. Montgomery County experienced a rapid increase in population after World War II. Little 
residential construction had occurred during the Great Depression, and the shift to a wartime 
economy during World War II brought residential construction to a virtual stand-still. These 
factors combined to create a critical housing shortage by 1945 (Tindall 1984:1240). In addition, 
after the war, permanent housing had to be provided for returning veterans and new government 
orkers. Many American families could afford housing which would have been beyond the reach of 
st Americans in any previous generation. Automobile ownership also skyrocketed in the post-war 
eriod, revolutionizing the way Americans lived. Now, most people not only had the means to buy 
a newer, more desirable home, but they had the mobility to live someplace where sufficient land 
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8. Significance (Continued] 

was available to enable them to escape the congestion of the city (Relph 1987:158-162). During 
the 1940s, several new trends altered the character of suburban neighborhoods. After 1945, the 
federal government spent billions on expressways to enable people who lived in the suburbs to 
commute to work in the city. Beltways and other highways linking suburbs together were also 
constructed. In many cases, extensive suburban development occurred in areas which likely would 
have remained undeveloped were it not for the existence of these highways. After the war, 
however, houses in the new low-cost developments were purchased primarily by veterans and young 
families with little disposable income. These communities were characterized by 1^-story, front-
gabled cottages and simple twentieth century architectural styles. 

The dwellings in Kensington Estates are examples of vernacular cottages. Between 1870 and 1940 
the vernacular cottage style was typically built for Americans of modest means. They are 
characterized by simple ornamentation and mass-produced components, such as door frames, 
moldings, sash and window units, and porch decoration. The development of post-Civil War 
machinery capable of producing large amounts of standardized housing elements, such as those 
found in cottages, contributed greatly to the development of the modern American housing 
industry. Designs for vernacular cottages were obtained from popular magazines, such as House 
Beautiful, or carpenter's and builder's journals, such as American Builder. A variety of front -
ble, side-gable, cross-gable and hipped roof frame cottages were developed in the early to mid-
entieth century. Front-gable and hipped roof cottages are primarily 1 to 1^-stories tall, 3-

bays wide and several rooms deep. Side-gable and cross-gable structures are usually 2 to 2\-
stories tall, are typically 2 to 3-bays in width and vary from one to three rooms deep. They 
usually include a porch covered with a shed roof. Porches are supported by posts often 
containing machine-produced Victorian ornamentation. Some cottages feature ornamentation drawn 
from Craftsman style or Colonial Revival architecture (Gottfried and Jennings 1988, viii-xv). 
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8. Signif icance (continued) 

National Register Evaluation: 

Constructed between 1946 and 1949, Kensington Estates is not eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places. The property is not eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted 
indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant in the development of 
national, state, or local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no 
association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does 
not meet Criterion B. It is not eligible under Criterion C, as the cottages represent a common 
and indistinctive type of architecture constructed by a developer to provide low-cost housing 
during the period of post-war expansion. Finally, the property has no known potential to yield 
important information, and therefore, is not eligible under Criterion D. 

Eligibility recommended 
Comments 

Reviewer, OPS: 
Reviewer, NR Program: 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
Eligibility Not Recommended 

Date: 
Date: 
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10. Geographica l Data 
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Quadrangle name Kensington, MP Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 
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